
COMPARISON OF 5 TPRS CURRICULA

For those of us who like tables, I’ve compared 5 of the complete TPRS curricula in the Table below. I looked at the Spanish versions of 
each curriculum. Remember that Ray’s curriculum is also available in French and German.  Gaab’s curriculum is available French, 
German, English and Japanese.  Hommel’s curriculum will soon be available in Italian, and down the road, in French. Bex’ and Ramirez’ 
curricula are only available in Spanish.  For Mandarin, refer to Terry Waltz’ website, terrywaltz.com.  For Latin, start with magister.com for 
some TPRS stories, and also johnpiazza.net.  Both tprsbooks.com and fluencymatters.com offers novels in many languages.

COMPARISON OF 5 TPRS CURRICULA

Look, I Can Talk! Cuéntame Más! Excelerate Spanish Somos - 
Comprehensible 
Classroom

Learning Spanish

Author Blaine and Von Ray Carol Gaab Caryn Hommel Martina Bex Adriana Ramirez

Website tprsbooks.com fluencymatters.com exceleratespanish.com martinabex.com No website, materials 
available online at 
teacherspayteachers.
com. 

Youtube channel Yes, youtube channel 
is “Blaine Ray”. He 
has videos of him 
teaching an advanced 
Spanish class, and 
teaching beginning 
Spanish in China. 
Michael Coxon has 
filmed Blaine 
teaching, notably “La 
besadora del año”, 
Level 2 Spanish

Yes,  “TPRS 
Publishing.” Videos of 
ESL, Level 2 and 
Level 3.  Short videos. 
Best videos are at 
fluencymatters.com.  
Lots of free training 
videos if you click on 
“1-hour webinars’ but 
the best demo costs 
$20 for 1 day access, 
and is called “Story 
asking made Easy - 
Webinar”

No, but there is a 
youtube video that is 
her 4 minute preview 
of the curriculum.  
Accessible thru 
youtube or the 
website.

At time of 
writing,Martina  has 
one video up of her 
teaching an 
elementary school 
class.  It’s called    
‘TPRS Demo for 
"Cierra la puerta”’

Yes, “TPRS 
Storytelling” Adriana 
takes you thru the 
10th week of her 9th 
grade Spanish1 class 
on her youtube 
channel with a series 
of  six 20 minute 
videos. Another series 
of 4 videos taking you 
through first 4 days of 
Spanish 1 class, using 
the first story in her 
curriculum, “Los 
Gatos Azules”.

http://terrywaltz.com
http://magister.com
http://johnpiazza.net
http://tprsbooks.com
http://fluencymatters.com
http://tprsbooks.com
http://fluencymatters.com
http://exceleratespanish.com
http://martinabex.com
http://teacherspayteachers.com
http://fluencymatters.com


Year 2 available Yes, “Look, I Can Talk 
More”

Yes, “Cuéntame 
Mucho”

Yes, “Excelerate 
Spanish 2”

9 Units individually 
available on TPT 
(Complete Year 1  is 
22 units, bundled in 
groups of 5) After the 
9, Bex moved to 
novels and other 
things.

Yes, “Learning 
Spanish 2”.
The teachers’s 
manuals are called 
‘Teaching Spanish”

Year 3 available Yes 
Lvl 3:“Look, I Can Really 
Talk!”
Lvl 4:“Look I’m Still 
Talking!”

Yes - “Cuánto me 
cuentas”

No No No

Elementary available 
(Note: Year one 
materials can 
probably be adapted 
to elementary)

His website sells 
“Hola Niños” and 
“Cuéntame’ from 
TPRS  Publishing.

Yes - “Hola 
Niños” (K-3) and 
“Cuéntame” (4-6)

This curriculum works 
very well with 
elementary age 
students.

some materials at 
tpt.com but no specific 
curriculum

No specific 
curriculum.

Price Teacher’ Guide - $30
Mini Stories - $16
Student Workbook - 
$19

Teacher’s Manual - 
$59
Student Reader - $10
Student Text - $21

Basic book - $17
Package - $140

$205 for 22 Units, you 
print up the 
worksheets that you 
choose for students 
as you go

Teacher’s Guide, 
“Teaching Spanish” - 
$45
Student book, 
 “Learning Spanish” - 
$35 
on Amazon

Teacher’s Guide Yes Yes No, but DVD  and 
book provide enough 
guidance

Yes Yes

Look, I Can Talk! Cuéntame Más! Excelerate Spanish Somos - 
Comprehensible 
Classroom

Learning Spanish

http://tpt.com


Can you download 
sample first chapter?

No, but At 
tprsbooks.com. Go to 
FREE, click on 
Spanish. First chapter 
not up but other 
material available, 
such as Movie Talk 
and Scope and 
Sequence.

Yes, at 
fluencymatters.com, 
bottom of Home page, 
Free Downloads, FM 
Curriculum, Spanish, 
and pull down Level  
you want.

Yes, On Amazon, 
“Look Inside” and see 
intro and first 
chapters.

Yes, on 
teacherspayteachers.
com, search ‘Martina 
Bex Dice’

Yes, on 
teacherspayteachers.
com, Search Adriana 
Ramirez, click on 
TPRS Basic Story.
Includes Story, 
Personal Questions, 
list of grammar 
covered and vocab list 
she puts up on screen 
before starting story. 
(student workbook 
sample not available)

First in-class story is 
about:

“El cuento de 
CocaCola”: George, 
of CA, wants a Coke 
but doesn’t have one.  
He talks to boy in 
Chicago (no luck) but 
finds a Coke in 
Brooklyn.

“El Muchacho Pastor”: 
A strange family - 
Dad, boy and wolf.  
Wolf eats a lot, makes 
Dad mad, wolf cries.

A boy and a girl race 
to get a taxi.  One of 
them loses.

“Dice”: Savanya says 
hello to (J Bieber).  
Also  learn “Los 
Pollitos Dicen” the first 
week

“Los Gatos Azules”: 
Pablo, of White Rock,  
likes blue cats, he has 
only one.He talks with 
the Pres. of Cats, in 
Africa, then Argentina, 
finds 9 more. 

what does the student 
buy (if you choose)

1. Ministories: 
workbook with 150 
short stories to read, 
comprehension 
questions for some of 
them
2. Student Workbook 

Reader,
Workbook

Book and workbook. Print up handouts as 
you go

student workbook

DVDs, CDs, e books? yes yes yes no no

Scope and sequence Is in teacher’s 
manual, p iii and iv., 
and also at 
tprsbooks.com under 
Resources, Spanish

Is at 
fluencymatters.com, 
bottom of home page, 
Free Downloads, FM 
Curriculum, 
L1Spanish, 
Curriculum Overview

Not available as such.  
But all of these 
curriculum basically 
draw their structures 
from the high 
frequency words list.

Is at martinabex.com, 
under curriculum

Not available as such.  
But all of these 
curriculum basically 
draw their structures 
from the high 
frequency words list.

Look, I Can Talk! Cuéntame Más! Excelerate Spanish Somos - 
Comprehensible 
Classroom
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http://fluencymatters.com
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What makes this 
teacher and 
curriculum unique?

The foundation of the 
class is storyasking. 
The hilarity of student 
and teacher ideas 
maintain high 
interesting 
engagement. 
Straightforward text, 
by originator of TPRS.

Wide variety of 
materials, on line and 
in the books.  In case 
you have a sub, in 
case you need more 
work on these 
structures, in case 
you want to assign 
more homework and 
quizzes, you will have 
materials you can 
use. 

Enjoy a sample of the 
online materials at 
fluencymatters.com, 
bottom of Home page, 
Free Resources, 
‘Cuéntame más 
Interactive'

Extensive  use of 
creative TPR, so that 
20 structures can be 
covered in one 
lesson.  Specifically 
designed with  
homeschool in mind.

Wide variety of 
activities - Martina’s 
curriculum is CI which 
uses TPRS as one 
tool in many. Ex. 
Week One includes 
21 pages of day-by-
day lesson plans and 
explanations, links to 
handouts on her 
website, games and 
brain breaks, 
powerpoint 
presentations for the 
song and the story.
Unit 1(“Dice”) is free 
so you can read her 
plan for organizing the 
classroom, getting-to-
know-you activities 
and motivation 
techniques that she 
sets forth in Week 1.

Storytelling, not story-
asking - In her videos, 
Adriana points out 
that she does not let 
students take too 
much control of the 
story, just the small 
details like name and 
age.  That way she 
know she will get to all 
the structures she has 
planned for the week 
and won’t get 
sidetracked.  The 
humor comes from 
the use of props and 
little inside jokes as 
class progresses with 
the story.

One great aspect In the teacher’s 
manual for “Look, I 
Can Talk”, Ray walks 
you very carefully, 
holding your hand, 
through the first 
stories, so you can 
get the idea of story-
asking. Then you get 
it and can do it on 
your own.

Lots of supplemental 
materials provided, 
including a picture 
sequence to talk 
about with each 
lesson. Also, view a 
very helpful free 1-
hour video on how to 
use the “Cuéntame” 
series, at 
fluencymatters.com 
(Go to the very bottom 
of the home page and 
click on ‘Free 
Webinars’.)

On the DVDs, Caryn’s 
gestures are masterful 
- simple but clear and 
specific.

So many creative 
links to her website, 
and use of songs.  For 
example, in Unit 1, 
“Dice”, her “Los 
Pollitos Dicen” 
powerpoint has great 
pictures for each line 
of the song.

Watch her videos, she 
is very good with the 
slow and careful 
circling. On Day 4, her 
students act out the 
story they developed 
in class on Days 1-3.  
It helps cement their 
speaking skills.
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